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St Augustine of Hippo

T was St Augustine’s feast day on Friday. Augustine is a very important figure for us
Dominicans, for at least two reasons. We call him Our Holy Father Augustine,
because he wrote the Rule of life which Dominicans keep, and he was one of the
most important influences on the theology of St Thomas Aquinas who, as you know, is
very important for our Order.
So I thought I’d tell you about him for that reason, and because I have a special
fondness for St Augustine. When people are asked which famous people in history they
would like to have met, I think of what my answer would be, and Augustine comes
second on my list only to Jesus himself.
He was born in what is now Algeria. We don’t know for certain, because the ancient
world wasn’t hung up on race the way we are, but he was very probably a black man.
He had a Catholic mother, Monica, but he resisted becoming a Christian. He studied
philosophy at Carthage, and settled down with a woman who bore him a son. He was
obviously brilliant, and got the most important academic job in the ancient world at
age thirty, professor of rhetoric at the imperial court.
At the time, he was a Manichaean, a religion that taught that the physical world was
bad, and the spiritual world good. But his mother prayed and wept for him, pleading
God to convert him to Christianity. And her prayers were answered in a most dramatic
way. He came under the influence of Ambrose of Milan, the bishop there, who was a
brilliant thinker like he was, and he started to read the life of St Anthony of Egypt and
was struck by what he read. It brought his life to a crisis, and as he sat weeping under a
tree one day, he heard a child’s voice from the house nearby saying “Take and read”,
over and over. So he took up the Bible and opened it, and read, “Let us conduct
ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness... But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ.”
So he was converted, and what a conversion! He was baptised, along with his son, by
Ambrose. Shortly afterwards, Monica died a happy woman, knowing her son had
become Catholic — I always say to people whose children have left the faith that they
could do a lot worse than ask for St Monica’s prayers. Augustine went back to Africa,
sold all his possessions and gave the money to the poor, except for the family house
which he turned into a monastery for himself and a few friends. He was ordained a
priest and then became bishop of Hippo.
What I love about St Augustine is his passion. Even before his conversion, he had a
passion for life, which he never lost. He also had a great passion for the truth. After his
conversion, that passion remained. He was passionate about his faith, passionate about
his care for the people of Hippo, passionate even in his love for his enemies. He also
obviously deeply loved his mother: his account of her death in his autobiography always
brings tears to my eyes when I read it.
And I love St Augustine’s teachings. He opposed two great mistakes about Christianity:
Donatists, who thought that the effectiveness of the Mass depended on the holiness of
the priest (God help us!), and Pelagians, who thought that the Church should be for the
perfect. Augustine opposed them both with the Christian truth, that salvation is for all
of us, and that it is God’s power, not ours, that saves us, that it is God who gives the
Sacraments their power, not the priest. He argued for a deep understanding of the
importance of God’s mercy. He also did this with great love: he told Catholics that even
when people separated themselves from the Church, they were still our brothers and
sisters.
Fr Peter OP
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Year B

30 August 2009

The Newsletter of

HOLY CROSS PRIORY CHURCH, LEICESTER
Serving Leicester’s Catholics since AD 1247
Sunday Masses This week
6:00pm Vigil
8:00am
9:30am Family
11:00am Solemn
12:30pm Old rite
5:00pm Students
7:00pm
OTHER SUNDAY SERVICES
9:00am Lauds
5:45pm Vespers

Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

Fabian
Isidore
Fabian
Peter
Duncan
― ―
Fr Peter

Mass Intentions
Annie Downey, RIP
Margaret O’Reilly, RIP
William Maholland, RIP
Pro populo
Holy Souls
No Mass now until the new term begins
James Bourke, RIP

6:00pm Rosary
6:20pm Compline
6:40pm Benediction

29 August
Fr Isidore
Fr Duncan

Next week
Fr Isidore
Fr Isidore
Fr Peter
Fr Leon
Fr Thomas
― ―
Fr Fabian

Confessions 5 September
10:30 - 11:30am
Fr Peter
5:00 - 6:00pm
Fr Thomas

Parish 'Bell Consecration' Party ― Sunday 13 September. We are
providing a buffet after the 11am Mass. All are welcome. We would
welcome contributions of plates of food for the buffet. In
particular, it would be great if you could prepare some favourite
snack, traditional to your family or country of origin. Anyone
wishing to help in this way please contact Jeff Henry at the 9.30
Mass (or leave your contact details with one of the friars).
Entrance
Antiphon:

I call you all day long, have mercy on me, O Lord. You are good and
forgiving, full of love for all who call to you.

1st Reading:

Deuteronomy 4: 1-2. 6-8

Psalm Response: O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? (Ps 15).
2nd Reading:

James 1: 17-18. 21-22. 27

Alleluia:

Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth that we
should be a kind of first fruits of his. At 11:00 ― Sing a new song
to the Lord for the Lord has worked wonders.

Gospel:

Mark 7: 1-8. 14-15. 21-23

Communion
Antiphon:

At 11:00 ― I will proclaim your justice, O Lord, yours alone. O God,
you have taught me from my youth, now that I am old and greyheaded, do not forsake me, God. Otherwise either ― O Lord, how
great is the depth of kindness which you have shown to those who
love you. Or ― Happy are the peacemakers; they shall be called the
sons of God. Happy are they who suffer persecution for justice’
sake; the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

MONEY MATTERS: Last Weekend’s Offertory Collection £1038.08. Figures for the
collecting boxes in the church will be available next week.
Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.
Churches Together in Leicester City Centre will
meet at St Andrew’s, Jarrom Street, at 12:30pm on
Thursday. All are welcome.
Handel and Leicestershire: talk by Professor Patrick
Boylan, a member of our choir. The talk, with musical
illustrations including David Cowen on the organ, and
in the 250th anniversary year of Handel’s death, marks
the first ever performance of Handel’s Messiah in a
church: St Peter’s Parish Church, Church Langton,
near Market Harborough, in 1759. Admission free:
collection by Rotary Club of Leicester for the Rotary Today’s Gospel: “It is from
Foundation’s Polio Plus campaign to achieve the final
within, from men’s
eradication of polio throughout the world, and for the
hearts, that evil
church. Saturday 19 September at 7pm at Church
intentions emerge.”
Langton Parish Church.
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The week ahead...

Psalter Week 2

Monday:

St Aidan, bishop, and the Saints of Lindisfarne –
optional. Today is a BANK HOLIDAY. There will
only be one Mass, at 10am, after which the
church will be closed.

Tuesday:

Feria

Wednesday: Bl Ingrid of Skänninge, widow, nun - optional
Thursday:

St Gregory I the Great, pope, doctor, apostle of
the English

Friday:

St Cuthbert, bishop - optional

Saturday:

ANNIVERSARY OF OUR DECEASED FAMILIARS AND
BENEFACTORS

WEEKDAY MASS IN LATIN. This week, Fr Thomas will say Mass in the
older form on Thursday and Friday at 8:30am. On Saturday, the first
in the month, Mass will be at the Immaculate Mary shop, if reopened,
at 12:30pm; else here at 8:15am. All welcome, especially a server. If
you would like to learn to serve this Mass, please contact Fr Thomas.

Next Sunday ― 23rd Sunday per annum. Readings:

St. Thérèse of Lisieux’s relics arrive at Nottingham Cathedral on Monday 5 October.
A coach will leave from Holy Cross. For more information please contact Kath on
234 0103. To prepare for the visit, there will be a talk at St Patrick’s Church Hall,
Beaumont Leys Lane, on Saturday 12 September: The Way of Confidence and Love.
See noticeboard.
A LIGHT IN THE HEART OF LEICESTER. Light Bearers Ministries UK provides Christian
based prayerful support, guidance and encouragement to people in their time of
need. Are you in need of prayer? Would you like somebody to talk to? Would you like
to place a Prayer Request? Please contact our Prayer Line (0784 727 9141) 8pm –
11pm daily.
Ride & Stride. This year’s sponsored ride and walk, visiting the churches of
Leicestershire, will take place on Saturday 12 September. Please collect a
sponsorship form from the table by the Wellington Street door. Money raised goes
jointly to Holy Cross and the Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust. You may recall
that we recently received a grant of £500 from the Trust towards the restoration of
our Christmas crib figures.
First Holy Communion / Confirmation Preparation — Our classes in preparation for
these sacraments for children (approximately years 7-9 for First Holy Communion;
and years 12-14 for Confirmation) are set to begin in the autumn, conducted by Sr
Angela Leydon OP. Please take an application form from the sacristy and return it
(completed!) to Fr Leon before October. More details soon.
Pilgrimage to Medjugorje ― 16 to 23 September from Doncaster Airport. There are
still some places available. Please contact Kath on 234 0103 as soon as possible.

Isaiah 35: 4-7

James 2: 1-5

Mark 7: 31-37

First Friday Coffee Morning: This coming Friday, at
10:30am in the Church Hall. Tea & scones or coffee & cake,
a chance to chat with other weekday Mass-goers and
members of the Community; and, of course, a raffle. Money
raised goes towards the care and maintenance of the
church fabric. Volunteers welcome.
The British Red Cross is in urgent need of food donations
to respond to the emergency needs of destitute asylum
seekers in Leicester. To help, please leave your gifts after
any Mass ― non perishable goods such as tinned and dried
foods are mostly wanted. A full list of items is published in
the Newsletter every month. The last time the list
appeared was on 23 August, and this may be seen on the
noticeboard and the Newsletter on the website given in the
box on the right. Please keep giving generously to support
these vulnerable people. Thank you.
Communion in a time of Swine Flu: To reduce the risk of spreading
infections, please stay at home if you have flu-like symptoms. The
chalice will not be offered to non-celebrants and shaking hands at the
sign of peace is suspended. These measures will remain only for the
time being. Do please note that you receive the WHOLE Christ ― Body,
Blood, Soul and Divinity ― when you receive the Host alone. So
remember to wash your hands, and also wash your souls with
Confession. That advice applies even when there’s no Swine Flu.

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS
8.00 Lauds
10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
Old Rite Masses as announced.
The church is open from 8.00 to
15.30 (winter) / 16.00 (summer)
WEDNESDAYS
10.30 Exposition until 12.30
11.45 Divine Mercy Chaplet,
Rosary & Benediction
SATURDAYS
9.00 Lauds
10.00 Mass
10.30 Novena to Our Lady
10.30 Confessions until 11.30
12.30 Mass
17.00 Confessions until 18.00
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Vigil Mass for Sunday
Old Rite Masses as announced.
HOLYDAYS
18.00 (previous day) Vigil Mass
8.00 Lauds
10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
19.00 Mass
BANK HOLIDAYS
8.00 Lauds
10.00 Mass, after which the
church is closed
SUNDAYS
8.00 Mass
9.00 Lauds
9.30 Mass (Family)
11.00 Mass (Solemn: Latin on
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)
12.30 Mass (Old rite in Latin)
17.00 Mass (for Students, term
time only)
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Rosary
18.20 Sung Latin Compline
18.40 Benediction
19.00 Mass
Leicester
Royal
Infirmary
Catholic Chaplaincy: For urgent
visits, ask ward staff to bleep
the Roman Catholic Chaplain.
For non-urgent visits leave
message at the Priory or the LRI
Chaplains’ Office. Messages may
not be picked up until the end of
the day.
Website for past Newsletters:
holycrosschoirleicester.co.uk
CONTACT DETAILS
Holy Cross Priory
45 Wellington Street, LE1 6HW
Priory phone: (0116) 255 3856
Fax/recorded times
of services: 255 5552
Parish Priest:
Fr Leon Pereira: 252 1501
leon.pereira@english.op.org
For home visits: 255 3856

