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MARRIAGE: CHRIST AND THE CHURCH

T Paul has sometimes had a bad press, especially in what he says
about marriage. Some people have thought he was anti-marriage,
though in fact what he was expressing was a personal preference
for celibacy. He is also accused of being anti-women. But if you look
carefully at today’s Second Reading, from his letter to the Ephesians,
chapter 5, verses 21 to 32, you get a very different picture.
Paul is here describing the pattern of the Christian family and
household as an ordered social unit, comprising husband, wife, children
and slaves, in descending order of authority. That was the regular
pattern in the Mediterranean world, and St Peter says much the same in
his first Epistle (chapters 2 & 3). True, Christians did declare that all
believers in Christ were equal (‘there is no longer Jew or Greek, slave
or free, male or female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus’ ―
Galatians 3: 28). But it seems that though Peter and Paul wanted to
affirm this, they wanted at the same time to show that Christians were
not trying to upset the social fabric.
So Paul describes the hierarchy of the family in much the same
way as his non-Christian contemporaries might have done; but the bond
that holds them together is utterly different. It is out of ‘reverence for
Christ’ that we are drawn together in the Church. And the pattern of
the husband-wife relationship is that of Christ and the Church. Christ is
indeed Lord of the Church; but his Lordship is one of service, not
domination. ‘The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many’ (Mark 10: 45). And that is how
husband and wife are related, in Paul’s view: ‘Husbands, love your
wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her’. The
average non-Christian citizen of Paul’s time could never have used that
sort of language about his marriage.
Paul speaks about the wife as being subject to her husband, first
of all because the Church is subject to Christ; but also because in his
day this was the normal secular understanding of the relation between
the sexes. We have a different view now, seeing them as different but
equal. We would say, together with our contemporaries, that husband
and wife are equal; but again the way we understand that is utterly
different. Husband and wife are equally subject to Christ, in the Church
which is His Body. You could hardly put a higher value on marriage than
this.
Fr Fabian OP

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Sunday Masses This week
6:00pm Vigil
8:00am
9:30am Family
11:00am Solemn
12:30pm Old rite
5:00pm Students
7:00pm
OTHER SUNDAY SERVICES
9:00am Lauds
5:45pm Vespers

Fr Peter
Fr Isidore
Fr Duncan
Fr Peter
Fr Thomas
― ―
Fr Duncan

Mass Intentions
Irene Olszewska, RIP
Deceased members of the Quigley family
Pro populo
John Paul Fong
Holy Souls
No Mass now until next term
In thanksgiving to Our Lady

6:00pm Rosary
6:20pm Compline
6:40pm Benediction

22 August
Fr Peter
Fr Thomas

Confessions
10:30 - 11:30am
5:00 - 6:00pm

Next week
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr
Fr

Fabian
Isidore
Fabian
Peter
Duncan
― ―
Fr Peter
29 August
Fr Isidore
Fr Duncan

Our new bells are now installed on the roof of Blackfriars
Hall, overlooking the Priory garden. They will be
consecrated by Bishop Malcolm after the 11:00 Mass on
Sunday 13 September, the (transferred) Feast of the
Exaltation of the Cross. The bishop will do this on the roof of
Blackfriars Hall, and everyone will be able to see the action
on a large screen inside the hall itself. After the
consecration, there will be a party for all the parish.

Entrance
Antiphon:

Listen, Lord, and answer me. Save your servant who trusts in you. I
call to you all day long, have mercy on me, O Lord.

1st Reading:

Joshua 24: 1-2. 15-18

Psalm Response: O taste and see that the Lord is good! (Ps 34).
2nd Reading:

Ephesians 5: 21-32

Alleluia:

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life; you have the words of
eternal life. At 11:00 ― It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has
nothing to offer.

Gospel:

John 6: 60-69

Communion
Antiphon:

Lord, the earth is filled with your gift from heaven; man grows
bread from earth, and wine to cheer his heart, oil to make his face
shine and bread to strengthen man’s heart. Or (but not at 11:00): ―
The Lord says: The man who eats my flesh and drinks my blood will
live for ever; I shall raise him to life on the last day.

MONEY MATTERS: Last Weekend’s collections ― Offertory Collection £1074.37;
SVP £44.28; Friends of Holy Cross £8.16; Holy Souls £3.95; Crib restoration
£6.04. Last week’s retiring collection for the Diocesan Quota came to £353.23.

Monday:

ST BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.

Tuesday:

St Louis of France, husband and father, king or
St Joseph Calasanz, priest, religious – both
optional

St. Thérèse of Lisieux’s relics arrive at Nottingham
Cathedral on Monday 5 October. A coach will leave
from Holy Cross. For more information please contact
Kath on 234 0103. To prepare for the visit, there will
be a talk at St Patrick’s Church Hall, Beaumont Leys
Lane, on Saturday 12 September: The Way of
Confidence and Love. See noticeboard.
Our Lady Queen of Peace ― the Annual Pilgrimage
to Walsingham will take place on Monday 31 August,
led by Fr Danko Perutina, OFM, from the parish of St
James, Medjugorje. A coach will go from St Patrick’s. Today’s Gospel: “Lord, to
whom shall we go?”
Ring 234 0103.

Year I

The week ahead...

Psalter Week 1

Wednesday: Bl Dominic Barberi of the Mother of God, priest,
religious

WEDNESDAYS
10.30 Exposition until 12.30
11.45 Divine Mercy Chaplet,
Rosary & Benediction

Thursday:

St Monica, wife and mother

Friday:

OUR FATHER ST AUGUSTINE, BISHOP, DOCTOR

Saturday:

The Passion of St John the Baptist

SATURDAYS
9.00 Lauds
10.00 Mass
10.30 Novena to Our Lady
10.30 Confessions until 11.30
12.30 Mass
17.00 Confessions until 18.00
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Vigil Mass for Sunday
Old Rite Masses as announced.

WEEKDAY MASS IN LATIN. This week, Fr Thomas will say Mass in the
older form on Monday at 8:30am. All welcome, especially a server. If
you would like to learn to serve this Mass, please contact Fr Thomas.

Next Sunday ― 22nd Sunday per annum. Readings:
Deuteronomy 4:
1-2. 6-8

James 1:
17-18. 21-22. 27

Mark 7:
1-8. 14-15. 21-23

A LIGHT IN THE HEART OF LEICESTER. Light Bearers Ministries UK provides Christian
based prayerful support, guidance and encouragement to people in their time of
need. Are you in need of prayer? Would you like somebody to talk to? Would you like
to place a Prayer Request? Please contact our Prayer Line (0784 727 9141) 8pm –
11pm daily.

The Dowry of Mary — a pilgrimage to the National Shrine of
Our Lady of Walsingham, on Sunday 6th September. Please
see noticeboard.

Divine Mercy Day at Westminster Cathedral ― Mass, talks, Holy Hour, Benediction,
Confessions and healing service, on Saturday 19 September. There will be a coach
going from Leicester (£10). Contact Mary Sage (210 2025 or 0773 649 7834) or Mary
Cosgrove (291 2103). See noticeboard.



Dried items: rice, pasta, cous-cous, maize mealie-meal, sugar, salt, porridge,
cooking oil, flour (self-raising), spices, palenta, mashed potato (Smash), tea,
coffee, powdered milk, water, fruit juice, semolina;



Tins: fish, meat, pulses, baked beans, soup, fruit, rice pudding, sauces,
vegetables;



Pre-prepared food: cereal bars, chocolate, biscuits, nuts, crisps, pot
noodles;



Baby items: nappies (sizes 2-4), baby wipes, food, milk, lotion, talc,
clothing, equipment;



Toiletries: sanitary towels, shaving equipment, toothpaste, tooth brush,
soap, moisturiser, shampoo, conditioner, toilet paper;



Others: Tin openers, pans, cutlery, towels and sleeping bags.

Flat available: 3 rooms in quiet family home, Western Park. Would suit professional
lady or student. Contact Angela tel: 285 6998.
David Cowen, our choir director, will be playing the organ on Tuesday, at the
Cathedral at 8pm, at a concert with Stephen Foster (precentor of the Cathedral)
and operatic friends.
The Annual Pilgrimage in honour of Blessed Cyprian Tansi will take place at Mount
St Bernard on Saturday 29 August at 11am. See noticeboard.
First Holy Communion / Confirmation Preparation — Our classes in preparation for
these sacraments for children (approximately years 7-9 for First Holy Communion;
and years 12-14 for Confirmation) are set to begin in the autumn, conducted by Sr
Angela Leydon OP. Please take an application form from the sacristy and return it
(completed!) to Fr Leon before October. More details soon.
Pilgrimage to Medjugorje ― 16 to 23 September from Doncaster Airport. There are
still some places available. Please contact Kath on 234 0103 as soon as possible.

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS
8.00 Lauds
10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
Old Rite Masses as announced.
The church is open from 8.00 to
15.30 (winter) / 16.00 (summer)

Red Cross Appeal for Refugees & Asylum Seekers. The full
list of items needed to support these destitute and
vulnerable people is:

Please leave these items at any Mass. Thank you.
Communion in a time of Swine Flu: To reduce the risk of spreading
infections,
 Please stay at home if you have flu-like symptoms;
 The chalice will not be offered to non-celebrants;
 Shaking hands at the sign of peace is suspended.
These measures will remain only for the time being. Do please note
that you receive the WHOLE Christ ― Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity ―
when you receive the Host alone. So remember to wash your hands,
and also wash your souls with Confession. That advice applies even
when there’s no Swine Flu.

HOLYDAYS
18.00 (previous day) Vigil Mass
8.00 Lauds
10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
19.00 Mass
BANK HOLIDAYS
8.00 Lauds
10.00 Mass, after which the
church is closed
SUNDAYS
8.00 Mass
9.00 Lauds
9.30 Mass (Family)
11.00 Mass (Solemn: Latin on
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)
12.30 Mass (Old rite in Latin)
17.00 Mass (for Students, term
time only)
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Rosary
18.20 Sung Latin Compline
18.40 Benediction
19.00 Mass
Leicester
Royal
Infirmary
Catholic Chaplaincy: For urgent
visits, ask ward staff to bleep
the Roman Catholic Chaplain.
For non-urgent visits leave
message at the Priory or the LRI
Chaplains’ Office. Messages may
not be picked up until the end of
the day.
Website for past Newsletters:
holycrosschoirleicester.co.uk
CONTACT DETAILS
Holy Cross Priory
45 Wellington Street, LE1 6HW
Priory phone: (0116) 255 3856
Fax/recorded times
of services: 255 5552
Parish Priest:
Fr Leon Pereira: 252 1501
leon.pereira@english.op.org
For home visits: 255 3856

