
Does God want us to suffer?
F we take happiness from God’s hand, must we not also take sorrow too?” 
Those strange words come from the book of Job, the story about the suffering 
of a righteous man. We read them this week in morning prayer, and they struck 

me with a force they don’t always.
“I
One thing those words help us do is to guard against a false religion, the idea that those 
who are faithful to God will  do well  in worldly terms, some kind of false gospel of 
prosperity. God promises us rewards even in this life for our faithful service, but they 
are not the rewards that the world recognises: money, status, pleasure.

This becomes very clear when we think about the life of Christ, the ultimate righteous 
but suffering man. “Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example,” as St. Peter says in 
his first letter. Christ’s suffering is something we are to imitate. The life of Christ, the 
fullest human life ever lived, is a life of suffering, and we ourselves will suffer if we are 
faithful.

Does God then want us to suffer? Does he want our sorrow? There is a deep mystery in 
this. We must ask ourselves why we suffer, and what makes us sorrowful. Some people 
say that life should be about avoiding suffering, and the way to do that is not to care. If 
we don’t love anything in this world, we won’t be sorry, we won’t be hurt, when we 
lose it. These people at least recognise that sorrow and suffering come from loving 
something or someone.

If we change the question and ask, “Does God want us to love?” the answer is very 
obvious. Yes, love is the very centre of the Christian life. But love in the world of strife 
and loss that we live in leads to suffering. It’s not just that when we love people, they 
will die and we will be without them. Loving means making yourself vulnerable, holding 
nothing  back,  putting  up  no  barriers.  Ordinarily,  we  protect  ourselves  from  other 
people by not loving, by keeping people at bay.  We choose one way or another of 
avoiding love, because love is dangerous and difficult.

So God wants us to love. In a world of loss, but more, in a world opposed to love, God 
knows that those who love will suffer. By becoming a human being, God knows this as 
His own experience. That is a very extraordinary thought.

That doesn’t make us Christians masochists, who seek out suffering for its own sake. 
Christ, in his human prayer, asked the Father to take away the cup of suffering if it 
were possible, but he preferred the will of the Father, to love humanity to the end and 
beyond. Even in the midst of his suffering, Christ never failed to love, praying for his 
persecutors and pardoning the repentant thief. Christ’s love-in-suffering reaches out to 
us too, as he offers us his body and blood at every Mass.

Suffering and sorrow, then, accepted as the consequence of a life of love, is more than 
just heroic or even honourable. It can save us and others. Does God want our suffering? 
Ultimately, no. Heaven is a place where every tear will be wiped away. Our suffering 
will one day be at an end, and that is part of God’s plan for us, if we live the life of 
love. But in this life, while we live in this vale of tears, love will bring suffering, and 
suffering endured patiently in love will change us, and those around us.

Fr Peter OP
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Sunday Masses This week Mass Intentions Next week
  6:00pm Vigil Fr Isidore Annie Downey, Rip Fr Peter
  8:00am Fr Isidore Pro populo Fr Isidore
  9:30am Family Fr Fabian John Foote (sick) Fr Duncan
11:00am Solemn Fr Leon Anne Potterton (sick) Fr Peter
12:30pm Old rite Fr Thomas George Lynne, RIP Fr Thomas
  5:00pm Students ―  ― No Mass now until next term ―  ―
  7:00pm Fr Duncan Mena & Paul Qustier Fr Duncan

OTHER SUNDAY SERVICES  6:00pm Rosary 15 August Confessions 22 August
9:00am Lauds 6:20pm Compline Fr Leon 10:30 - 11:30am Fr Peter
5:45pm Vespers 6:40pm Benediction Fr Fabian 5:00 - 6:00pm Fr Thomas

St. Thérèse of Lisieux’s relics arrive at Nottingham Cathedral on Monday 5 October. 
A coach will leave from Holy Cross. For more information please contact Kath on 
234 0103.

Entrance 
Antiphon:

Vigil:  All  honour to you, Mary! Today you were raised above the 
choirs of angels to lasting glory with Christ.
Day:  Either ― A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed 
with the sun, the moon beneath her feet, and a crown of twelve 
stars on her head.  Or ― Let us rejoice in the Lord and celebrate 
this feast in honour of the Virgin Mary, at whose assumption the 
angels rejoice, giving praise to the Son of God.

1st Reading: Vigil: 1 Chr 15: 3-4, 15-16; 16: 1-2.    Day: Rev 11:19a; 12: 1-6a; 10

Psalm Response: Vigil: Arise, O Lord, and go to your resting place, you and the ark 
of your might (Ps 132).
Day: At your right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir (Ps 45).

2nd Reading: Vigil: 1 Cor 15: 54b-57.    Day: 1 Cor 15: 20-27

Alleluia: Vigil: Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.
Day:  Mary has been taken up into heaven; the host of  angels 
rejoices.

Gospel: Vigil: Luk 11: 27-28.    Day: Luk 1: 39-56

Communion 
Antiphon:

Vigil: Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary; she carried the Son of 
the eternal Father.
Day: All generations will call me blessed, for the Almighty has done 
great things for me.



MONEY  MATTERS:  Last  two  Weekends’  collections  ― Offertory  Collection 
£1658.56; SVP £23.13; Friends of Holy Cross £16.54; Holy Souls  £13.90; Crib 
restoration £19.12.

This week there is a retiring collection for the Diocesan Quota.

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.

Communion  in  a  time  of  Swine  Flu:  To 
reduce the risk of spreading infections, 
 Please stay at home if you have flu-like 

symptoms;
 The chalice will not be offered to non-

celebrants;
 Shaking  hands  at  the  sign  of  peace  is 

suspended.
These  measures  will  remain  only  for  the 
time being. Do please note that you receive 
the  WHOLE Christ  ― Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity ― when you receive the Host alone. 
So remember to wash your hands, and also 
wash  your  souls  with  Confession.  That 
advice applies even when there’s no Swine 
Flu.

The Assumption of Our Lady into 
Heaven

Our new bells will be consecrated  by Bishop Malcolm after 
the 11:00 Mass on Sunday 13 September. The bishop will do 
this on the roof of Blackfriars Hall, and everyone will be able 
to see the action on a large screen inside the hall itself. After 
the consecration, there will be a party for all the parish.

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje ― 16 to 23 September from Doncaster Airport. There are 
still some places available. Please contact Kath on 234 0103 as soon as possible.

‘Icons of the Incarnation’ ―  an exhibition sponsored by English Martyrs’ School, is 
running until 23 August at Leicester Cathedral. The school is also sponsoring a talk 
on  the  work  of  Olivier  Messiaen,  arguably  the  20th century’s  greatest  Catholic 
composer, by his biographer, Professor Nigel Simeone, this Tuesday in the Guildhall 
at  7pm.  This  will  be  followed  by  an  organ  recital  of  Messiaen’s  works  in  the 
Cathedral at 8pm. And David Cowen, our choir director, will be playing the organ on 
Tuesday  25  August,  at  the  Cathedral  at  8pm,  at  a  concert  with  Stephen  Foster 
(precentor of the Cathedral) and operatic friends.

The Annual Pilgrimage in honour of Blessed Cyprian Tansi will take place at Mount 
St Bernard on Saturday 29 August at 11am. See noticeboard.

Year I The week ahead... Psalter Week 4

Monday: St Hyacinth of Poland, friar, priest

Tuesday: Bl  Mammes,  friar,  priest,  brother  of  Our  Holy 
Father Dominic - optional

Wednesday: St John Eudes, priest - optional

Thursday: St Bernard, abbot, doctor

Friday: St Pius X, pope

Saturday: The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

WEEKDAY MASS IN LATIN. This week, Fr Thomas will say Mass in the 
older form on Monday and Tuesday at 8:30am. All welcome, 

especially a server. If you would like to learn to serve this Mass, 
please contact Fr Thomas.

Next Sunday ― 21st Sunday per annum.  Readings:

Joshua 24: 1-2. 15-18 Ephesians 5: 21-32 John 6: 60-69

Our  Lady  Queen of  Peace  ― the  Annual  Pilgrimage  to 
Walsingham will take place on Monday 31 August, led by Fr 
Danko  Perutina,  OFM,  from  the  parish  of  St  James, 
Medjugorje.  A coach  will  go  from St  Patrick’s.  Ring  234 
0103.

The Dowry of Mary — a pilgrimage to the National Shrine of 
Our  Lady  of  Walsingham,  on  Sunday  6th September,  to 
celebrate  the  truly  universal  character  of  the  Church  in 
England. Please see noticeboard.

The British Red Cross  is in urgent need of food donations 
to  respond  to  the  emergency  needs  of  destitute  asylum 
seekers in Leicester. To help, please leave your gifts after 
any Mass  ― non perishable goods such as tinned and dried 
foods are mostly wanted. A full list of items is published in 
the  Newsletter  every  month.  The  last  time  the  list 
appeared  was  on  19  July,  and  this  may  be  seen  on  the 
noticeboard and the Newsletter on the website given in the 
box on the right. Please keep giving generously to support 
these vulnerable people. Thank you.

First Holy Communion / Confirmation Preparation — Our 
classes  in  preparation  for  these  sacraments  for  children 
(approximately  years 7-9 for  First  Holy  Communion;  and 
years  12-14 for  Confirmation)  are  set  to  begin  in  the 
autumn, conducted by Sr Angela Leydon OP. Please take an 
application  form  from  the  sacristy  and  return  it 
(completed!) to Fr Leon before October. More details soon.

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS
8.00 Lauds

10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
Old Rite Masses as announced.
The church is open from 8.00 to 
15.30 (winter) / 16.00 (summer)

WEDNESDAYS
10.30 Exposition until 12.30
11.45 Divine Mercy Chaplet, 

Rosary & Benediction

SATURDAYS
9.00 Lauds

10.00 Mass
10.30 Novena to Our Lady
10.30 Confessions until 11.30
12.30 Mass
17.00 Confessions until 18.00
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Vigil Mass for Sunday
Old Rite Masses as announced.

HOLYDAYS
18.00 (previous day) Vigil Mass
8.00 Lauds

10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
19.00 Mass

BANK HOLIDAYS
8.00 Lauds

10.00 Mass, after which the 
church is closed

SUNDAYS
8.00 Mass
9.00 Lauds
9.30 Mass (Family)

11.00 Mass (Solemn: Latin on 
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)

12.30 Mass (Old rite in Latin)
17.00 Mass (for Students, term 

time only)
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Rosary
18.20 Sung Latin Compline
18.40 Benediction
19.00 Mass

Leicester  Royal  Infirmary 
Catholic Chaplaincy:  For urgent 
visits,  ask  ward  staff  to  bleep 
the Roman Catholic Chaplain.
For  non-urgent  visits  leave 
message at the Priory or the LRI 
Chaplains’ Office. Messages may 
not be picked up until the end of 
the day.

Website for past Newsletters:
holycrosschoirleicester.co.uk

CONTACT DETAILS
Holy Cross Priory
45 Wellington Street, LE1 6HW
Priory phone: (0116) 255 3856

Fax/recorded times
of services: 255 5552

Parish Priest: 
Fr Leon Pereira: 252 1501
leon.pereira@english.op.org

For home visits: 255 3856

mailto:leon.pereira@english.op.org

