IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ANGELS

Last Tuesday was the memorial of the Guardian Angels. And on 29
September we celebrated the feast of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel and
Raphael. So at this time of year angels are more in our thoughts than
usual. The Archangels have always had a major feast day; but though the
Guardian Angels used also to have a major feast, they have now been
downgraded to a simple ‘memory’, and there seems to be less awareness
or devotion to them among Catholics than there used to be. How many of
us, for example, pray to our Guardian Angel? And what would we mean if
we did?

At the same time an intense interest in angels has developed
among ‘New Age’ religious people, who may have no Christian faith
whatever. Look at all the books, pictures and cards about angels that you
can buy these days. Why does awareness of Guardian Angels seem to be
diminishing among Catholics, while it is increasing among others? Perhaps
we don’t think enough about them. Or rather, are we sufficiently open to
them?

You don’t just bump into angels. They aren’t obvious and tangible,
like trees or houses; nor are they around but hard to find, like some rare
species of animal. Whatever else we might mean when we talk about
angels, one thing is clear: we are talking about something to do with
invisible reality. But our culture is one which has great difficulty in giving
any sense at all to the notion of ‘invisible reality’. That may not have been
true of many cultures in the past, but it certainly true now. So we are
tempted to be dismissive about angels, or else in total denial. They are
like fairy stories, we might say; how can | be expected to believe in them?

We should resist this temptation. We do need to train ourselves
into an awareness of things that are invisible. And, perhaps not
surprisingly, the place to do this is the Mass. The Mass is about
‘presences’: God is present to us, and we to God; the sacrifice of Christ is
made present; Christ is made present in the signs of bread and wine; the
worship of myriads of angels and of saints is made present to us and we
are made present to them, when we cry out with them: ‘Holy, holy, holy
Lord, God of power and might’. When we share in the Mass we are not
just affirming, but experiencing, all these presences - above all the
presence of the glory of God in the glorified body of Christ which is with
the Father, and of which we are members. Even in the here-and-now, our
lives are lived in the presence of the angels, ministering to us the power,
protection and healing of God. Fr Fabian OP
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Sunday Masses This week Mass Intentions Next week
7:30pm Vigil Fr Leon Irene Olszewska, RIP Fr Isidore
8:00am Fr Euan For The People Fr Isidore
9:30am Family Fr David Special intention Fr Leon

11:00am Solemn Fr Tony Evelyn Dixon Fr Leon
7:00pm Fr Fabian Robert Family Intentions Fr Euan

SUNDAYS IN TERM: MASS FOR STUDENTS AT 5pm (in Holy Cross Church)

Confessions
Sunday Evening Services 6™ October 13" October
5:45 Rosary Fr Fabian 10:30-11:30am Fr Isidore
6:15 Sung Latin Compline Fr Tony 4:00-5:00pm Fr Leon
6:40 Benediction Fr Tony 7:00-7:20pm Fr Euan
Entrance O Lord,you have given everything its place in the world, and no
antiphon: one can make it otherwise. For it is your creation, the heavens

and the stars: you are the Lord of all.
1** Reading: Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4

Psalm O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not
Response: your hearts.

2" Reading: 2 Timothy 1:6-8; 13-14

Gospel Alleluia! Alleluia!

Acclamation:  Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you have the
message of eternal life..

Alleluia!
Gospel: Luke 17: 5-10
Communion The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to those who are

Antiphon: searching for his love.




Money Matters: Last Weekend: Offertory Collection £1000.31; SVP £10.93;
St. Martin's Missions £3.69; Holy Souls £5.18; Grenada £7.56.

There is a collection this Sunday as you leave Mass, to support CAFOD's work,
most crucially at this time in Zimbabwe.

A way to help Holy Cross is to “Gift Aid” the money that you put into the
Sunday collection. There is no need to make any promise to pay a certain
weekly amount. Even if you give only occasionally you can Gift Aid each
donation. To do this you should use one of the small blue envelopes, as each
has a Gift Aid declaration on the front for you to complete. So, if you are a UK
tax payer you can use the Gift Aid scheme to make every £4 you give to Holy
Cross into a fiver! In a typical week between £400 and £500 of the collection
isn't Gift Aided. Parishioners who use the scheme help Holy Cross make an
extra £8000 each year from the tax-man! It would help the repair Fund a great
deal if we could substantially increase that figure. You'll find the small blue
Gift Aid envelopes near to the Wellington Street door. There are always pens
near the Book of Prayer... but please don't forget to return the pens.

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.
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This week's Feasts:

Monday Feria

Tuesday St Louis Beltran OP (Patron of our Caribbean Mission)

Wednesday St Paulinus of York & the Anglo-Saxon saints of our
diocese.

Thursday Feria

Friday St Wilfred

Saturday St Edward the Confessor

The Ecumenical Committee have organised three Sunday afternoon pilgrimages
for the autumn. The first is to Launde Abbey on 21°* October. The second to
Mount St Bernard Abbey on 11" November, and the third Quenby Hall on 9™
December. All are welcome. Please meet at Holy Cross at 1.30pm, to arrive at
the venue at 2pm, where we will have a guided tour and finish with afternoon
tea, before making our way back to Holy Cross to join the students in their 5pm
mass. The cost is £7.50 per visitor. We'll try to share transport. If interested
please call Maureen 222 0634 or Linda 281 1322. These are ecumenical events;
please bring your non-Catholic friends!

Please join us in the Parish Hall after the 9:30am and 11:00am Sunday Masses
for tea, coffee, fruit-juice etc. The Hall is in Wellington St. There is the chance for
a chat with members of the Dominican Community and with parishioners. We
particularly welcome visitors to our Parish.

200 CLUB end of year bonus draw. The prize pot hasn't been decided yet as
it's a share of the money the club has raised over the year. The accounts are
almost completed. The winners are likely to share around £500 between
them! And they are... 1 prize KM Shevas, 2™ Mary Quinn, 3™ LA Lubek.
September's monthly draw winners. 1* John Foote (£200) 2™ Paul Astill
(£100) 3™ Donna Morley (£50). Congratulations!

The 200 Club begins a new year of draws at the end of this month. It costs £5
a month to be a member and 50% of the money goes to the Church Repair Fund
and the other 50% becomes the prize money. Why not become a member?

The journey to heaven in art, music, prayer and poetry. A day of reflection
hosted by the Birmingham and Leicester Lay Dominicans. Saturday 27" October
at Maryvale Institute, Birmingham. Talks include 'Christ's Conquest in Art' and
the poetry of Dante & Newman. 10.54am-4.30pm. Contact: Winifred Flanagan
0121 475 0386

Leicester Hindu-Christian Forum at Holy Cross on Monday 8™ October. In the
church at 7.30pm; “the Roman Catholic Perspective”: fr Duncan OP. Part of a
series of meetings offering a chance to hear people from different traditions
within Hinduism and Christianity talk about their faith and their place of
worship. “Inter-faith dialogue is not just for experts. It takes place wherever
people of one faith meet with people of a different faith”.

We welcome the many new students who have just arrived in our city; and
look forward to meeting again those who have returned to their studies. There
is a Mass for students each Sunday at 5pm in the Lady Chapel with a gathering
in the Old School House afterwards. Mass on campus (at 12.30pm) is on
Monday and Friday at Leicester University and Tuesday and Thursday at De
Montfort University.

Confirmation We are looking to start a class for young persons wishing to be
confirmed. The class will be for those in year 7 and above, and will take place on
Sundays after the 9:30am mass. Confirmation will not be held at Holy Cross this
year, but we will either join a nearby parish or go to the Cathedral in Nottingham.
Those interested should speak to Fr David.

Services at Holy Cross during the week:
Mass: Mon - Sat, at 10:00am (with sermon) and 12:40pm.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday 10:30am - 12:30pm.
with Rosary and simple Benediction at 12:15pm.




