The Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross
Today we’re celebrating our church being dedicated to the Holy Cross. The
full title of this feast is the ‘Exaltation of the Cross.’ That in itself is very
strange. After all, the cross was a cruel and brutal instrument on which the
Romans frequently executed criminals. There seems to be no reason to
rejoice in such cruelty, involving so much pain and degradation.
We
Christians certainly don’t do that, but rejoice in what Christ achieved through
his death on the cross.
Although today’s feast is entitled the ‘Exaltation of the Cross’ I want to shift
the emphasis to the exaltation of Christ crucified. To all appearances Christ
seemed to be a defeated failure. On the cross he seemed utterly powerless.
He no longer posed a threat to orthodox Judaism, nor to the Roman occupying
authorities. His followers had scattered. His enemies seemed to have
silenced him.
And yet we believe that at the moment of apparent defeat the crucified Christ
was victorious and triumphant. How? Certainly not by force of arms or the
power of his eloquence. His victory lay in the power of his love, which defied
and defeated all the forces of evil arraigned against him. It was as though, as
God, he extended one loving hand to us sinners, and as man, he reached out
to his heavenly Father. In his crucified person his love drew God and man
together, making our peace with God. In John’s Gospel Jesus says, “And I,
when I am lifted up from the earth (and exalted), will draw all people to
myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. [John 12:3233].
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Sunday Masses This week
7:30pm Vigil
Fr Tony
8:00am
Fr Isidore
9:30am Family
Fr Euan
11:00am Solemn
Fr Leon
7:00pm
Fr Fabian

Mass Intentions
Irene Olszewska, RIP
Ashberry family and friends, RIP
For the People
Susan Donnelly, RIP
Special Intention

Next week
Fr Fabian
Fr Isidore
Fr David
Fr Tony
Fr Leon

Confessions
Sunday Evening Services
5:45 Rosary
6:15 Sung Latin Compline
6:40 Benediction

15September
Fr Fabian
Fr David
Fr Euan

10:30-11:30am
4:00-5:00pm
7:00-7:20pm

22 September
Fr Leon
Fr Fabian
Fr Isidore

Instead of being an utter failure, the crucified Christ was enthroned
triumphantly on the cross. Everyone had mocked Jesus for claiming to be
king. Yet no one understood the nature of his sovereignty, nor that he would
claim his kingdom on the cross, not the battlefield, or in a palace.

Entrance
Antiphon:

We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for He is
our salvation, our life and our resurrection; through Him we are
saved and made free.

1st Reading:

Numbers 21: 4-9

Today we recognise the crucified Christ as king and rejoice in his victory over
the power of sin and death. But we will only share in his victory if we die to
sin in our lives and rise to new life in Christ.

Psalm
Response:

Never forget the deeds of the Lord.

2nd Reading:

Philippians 2: 6-11

Gospel
Acclamation:

Alleluia! Alleluia!
We adore you O Christ, and we bless you; because by your
Cross you have redeemed the world. Alleluia!

Gospel:

John 3: 13-17

Communion
Antiphon:

When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to
myself, says the Lord. At 11:00 – O God, by the sign of the
Cross, save us from our enemies.

Only if we follow Christ in his battle against evil will we share in the triumph
of the cross. And so Paul exclaims, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it
is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself
for me,” [Gal. 2.19-20]. And again, “May I never boast of anything except the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world,” [Gal. 6:14].
Isidore O.P.

Money Matters: Last Weekend: Offertory Collection £1126.43; SVP £9.16; St.
Martin's Missions £11.77; Holy Souls £3.52; Grenada £8.92.
The collection as you leave Mass this weekend is to support our Dominican
students training for the priesthood.
Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
This week's Feasts:
Monday
St Robert Bellarmine - optional
Tuesday
St John Macias - memorial
Wednesday
St Theodore of Canterbury or St Januarius – optional
memorials
Thursday
Ss Andrew Kim Tae-Gon, Paul Chong Ha-Sang and Companions
(Korean Martyrs) - memorial
Friday
St Matthew - feast
Saturday
Saturday Mass of Our Lady - optional
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A reminder to members of the Parish Council. The next meeting of the Parish
Council will take place on Monday 17 September at 7.30pm.
The Choir is looking for new members to sing at the 11:00am Sunday Mass. If you
are interested, please see our director, David Cowen, after Mass, or telephone 079
5093 4332, or e-mail email@davidcowen.org.uk.
St Paul's School on Spencefield Lane has an Open Evening on Wednesday 3
October from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. All are welcome. For further details ring 241 4057.
CHRIST IN THE CENTRE. If you were impressed with the staging of CHRIST IN THE
CENTRE in the City Centre on Good Friday, please note that plans are being made
for next year's performance. If you would like to be involved, or have ideas about it,
please contact Fr Duncan for an invitation to the planning meeting, which will be on
Wednesday 19 September at 2:00pm.
HOLY CROSS TREASURE HUNT - Sunday 30th September 2007
Meet at Holy Cross Centre 2 – 2.30pm to collect questions. Route will take you
down Dover St, along to the Clock Tower, Market, Town Hall back to Holy Cross. £3
for adults, children under 16 free incl cream tea/juice, afterwards. Teams about
four people - if you do not have someone to come with, come on your own and
team up with someone else or just come for the tea!!
Please put your name and nos of people in your team on one of the posters. Or ring
Marion on 0116 241 3570 or Anne 0116 247 7492 and leave a message by Friday 28th
so we can get enough scones! We look forward to seeing you.

Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps single, widowed, separated and
divorced Catholics of all ages (over 18 years) meet other single Catholics, either one
to one or through social events. All members receive a monthly bulletin, called
Catholic Networking. For more information please tel. 0161 941 3498, visit the
website www.catholicsingles.org.uk or email info@catholicsingles.org.uk
Come and join in with .......
The Holy Cross Gospel Choir. Who can join in? Anyone interested. No audition or
singing experience necessary. Young people under12 are welcome. Why are we
doing it? To have some fun, learn some new songs, new skills and make new friends.
Where? St. Clement’s Hall, Holy Cross Centre, Wellington St.
When? Tuesday evenings. 7.00 – 8.30 pm September 18 to October 16 inclusive. It
has been arranged by Jeff Henry (from the 9.30 music group). Sessions will be run
by a professional trainer from the Kaine management for Gospel Arts. (He’s
brilliant!)
HOME MISSION SUNDAY. Today is HOME MISSION SUNDAY, a day of prayer for the
spread of the Gospel in England and Wales. It is being resourced by the Catholic
Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE) which is offering free materials to reach
out to non Church-going (lapsed) Catholics. Many of us know Catholics who don’t
currently come to Church so please do get involved. See: www.caseresrouces.org.uk
CHORAL FESTIVAL AT HOLY CROSS, Sunday 23rd September at 4pm
Over 200 singers of all ages from over 20 choirs of different religious and musical
traditions will fill the nave of Holy Cross on the afternoon of Sunday 23rd
September. This will be Leicestershire's annual festival of the Royal School of
Church Music, and will among other things recognise the 70th anniversary of the
RSCM, as well as the 150th anniversary of Sir Edward Elgar. The conductor will be
John Wardle of the Sussex Area of the RSCM, and the organist will be Holy Cross's
own David Cowen.
The one hour programme of music, reading and prayers will range from medieval
plainsong through to new pieces specially written for this jubilee year of the RSCM.
Holy Cross Church has probably the finest acoustics for choral singing in the county,
and all are invited to attend and hear a really large choir in it. Even with this
number of singers there will still be plenty of space for you all in the transepts, side
aisles and the Lady Chapel.
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~
Services at Holy Cross during the week:
Mass: Mon - Sat, at 10:00am (with sermon) and 12:40pm.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday 10:30am – 12:30pm.
with Rosary and simple Benediction at 12:15pm.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~

