
The Bible calls our world ‘sin’, because it is in a state of estrangement from God. 
The Eternal Son of God, in becoming one of us, becomes ‘sin’ for us.  St Paul says, 
‘For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God’ (2 Corinthians 5.21).  Christ, the incarnate Word 
of God, is ‘sin who knew no sin’.  He became ‘sin’, that is, he became one of us. 
But he ‘knew no sin’, because he is the Father’s obedient Son, and by his 
obedience we have been made righteous sons and daughters of God.

If Christ is ‘sin who knew no sin’, then as his mother Mary is the mother of ‘sin 
who knew no sin’.  Through the thorough redemption God achieved in her, Mary 
was never in rebellion against God.  She is the sinless mother of ‘sin’.  And as she 
is the mother of ‘sin’, she is the mother of sinners, because her child, ‘sin who 
knew no sin’, was born for us sinners.  

In being born we leave the security of the womb, and are driven out forcibly into 
the world, into the arms of human history, to be entangled with other people and 
not to remain solitary in the womb anymore.  We celebrate the birth of Mary on 8 
September; Mary who was driven out from her mother’s womb that she might be 
caught up in human history, to take her place in the human family.  Our first 
parents were driven out of Eden, out of the natural bliss which God had given 
them and into the world of sin, with the way back blocked by cherubim with 
swords of fiery flame.  Our Lady, higher than the cherubim and more glorious than 
the seraphim, was born to live in this ‘vale of tears’, to become the mother of ‘sin 
who knew no sin’ and consequently to become the mother of sinners.  

Because of her Son whom God made to be ‘sin who knew no sin’, we have 
something far more exalted and glorious than the simple return to Eden.  A return 
to Eden would have meant a pretence that nothing had happened at all, as though 
we could return to the security of the womb and ignore all our ties in the world – 
ties of friendship,  of love and indeed, of sin.  Because of Christ, everyone in 
Christ is ‘a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come’ (2 
Corinthians 5.17).  It is not a movement backwards, as though sin could be undone 
in a way that pretended it had never been.  It is a movement forwards, beyond 
sin, showing to the whole world that there is a Power greater than sin which can 
swallow it up and transform it.  When Christ rose from the dead, he did not return 
to an ordinary mode of human life.  The resurrection is not a mere resuscitation. 
Christ’s wounds are not erased as though they had not happened.  As St Paul says, 
‘For while we are still in this tent, we sigh with anxiety; not that we would be 
unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life’ (2 Corinthians 5.4).  

The birth of the sinless Mother of ‘sin who knew no sin’ shows us that we need not 
fear the world.  Our Saviour tells us, ‘In the world you have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world’ (John 16.33).  In Christ we are already his 
new creation, and though we are in the world we are not of the world.  Our 
sufferings, our sorrows, our sins will not become as though they had never 
mattered, but they will be transformed in Christ.  And these our scars will be 
glorious.                                                                                Fr Leon Pereira OP
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Sunday Masses This week Mass Intentions Next week
  7:30pm Vigil Fr Isidore Irene Olszewska, RIP Fr Tony
  8:00am Fr Isidore Ashberry family and friends, RIP Fr Isidore
  9:30am Family Fr Leon For the People Fr Euan
11:00am Solemn Fr Leon Susan Donnelly, RIP Fr Leon
  7:00pm Fr Euan Special Intention Fr Fabian

Confessions
Sunday Evening Services 1 September 8 September
5:45 Rosary Fr Tony 10:30-11:30am Fr Fabian
6:15 Sung Latin Compline Fr Euan 4:00-5:00pm Fr David
6:40 Benediction Fr Leon 7:00-7:20pm Fr Euan

Entrance 
antiphon:

Lord, you are just, and the judgments you make are right. 
Show mercy when you judge me, your servant.

1st Reading: Wisdom 9: 13-18

Psalm 
Response:

O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to 
the next.

2nd Reading: Philemon 9-10. 12-17

Gospel 
Acclamation:

Alleluia! Alleluia!  
I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have made 
known to you everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 14: 25-33

Communion 
Antiphon:

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
the man who follows me will have the light of life.



Money Matters: Last Weekend: Offertory Collection £1170.48; SVP £8.83; 
St. Martin's Missions £7.70; Holy Souls £5.53; Grenada £4.91.

There will be an extra collection next Sunday, 16 September, to support the 
training of Dominican students for the priesthood.

The works we've had done this Spring and Summer, both inside and outside 
the church, have been costly. You have been very generous over many years; 
so we have been able to dip into the Building Repair Fund that you have helped 
to build up. We do now need to replenish this fund!

As well as joining the 200 Club, as suggested last week, another way to help 
Holy Cross is to “Gift Aid” the money that you put into the Sunday collection. 
There is no need to make any promise to pay a certain weekly amount.  Even if 
you give only  occasionally  you can Gift  Aid  each donation.   To do this  you 
should use one of the small blue envelopes, as each has a Gift Aid declaration 
on the front for you to complete.  So, if you are a UK tax payer you can use the 
Gift Aid scheme to make every £4 you give to Holy Cross into a fiver!  In a 
typical  week  between  £400  and  £500  of  the  collection  isn't  Gift  Aided. 
Parishioners who use the scheme help Holy Cross make an extra £8000 each 
year from the tax-man!  It would help the repair Fund a great deal if we could 
substantially increase that figure.  You'll find the small blue Gift Aid envelopes 
near to the Wellington Street door. There are always pens near the Book of 
Prayer... but please don't forget to return the pens.

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

This week's Feasts:
Monday Feria
Tuesday Feria
Wednesday The Most Holy Name of Mary    optional
Thursday St John Chrysostom    memorial
Friday Feria (The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is 

transferred to next Sunday)
Saturday Our Lady of Sorrows    memorial

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Guild of St Stephen Mass: The annual Altar Server’s Mass is being held in our 
Cathedral  on  Saturday  22  September  at  12  noon.   All  servers  (whether 
members of the Guild of St Stephen or not) are warmly invited to attend the 
Mass  at  which  Bishop  Malcolm  OP  will  be  principal  celebrant.   After  Mass, 
servers,  friends,  and  family  are  invited  to  enjoy  a  picnic  in  the  Cathedral 
gardens, together with some fun and games. 

The Parish celebrates our Patronal Feast, the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
next Sunday, 16th September, so the Readings, etc. will be those of the Feast 
rather than of the Sunday.  So that the church can look its very best, Nick Hoff, 
the Master of Ceremonies, is organising brass cleaning of the candlesticks and 
other 'equipment' used on the Sanctuary. If you can help, please see him at the 
end of any of the Sunday Masses.

HOME MISSION SUNDAY.  Sunday 16 September 2007 is HOME MISSION SUNDAY, 
a day of prayer for the spread of the Gospel in England and Wales.  It is being 
resourced  by  the  Catholic  Agency  to  Support  Evangelisation  (CASE)  which is 
offering free materials  to  reach out to non Church-going  (lapsed)  Catholics. 
Many of us know Catholics who don’t currently come to Church so please do get 
involved.  See:

www.caseresrouces.org.uk  and www.comehomeforchristmas.co.uk
for more information (the latter, for lapsed Catholics, will be launched at the 
beginning of November).  CASE also runs the Catholic Enquiry Office, offering 
free and confidential information about the Catholic faith to enquirers ~ if you 
know someone who has questions about the Catholic faith, you could ask them 
to look at www.life4seekers.co.uk

Sr Mary John (St Catherine's Convent) is asking for your help in connection 
with her PAT dog, Holly.  Please see the noticeboard near the Wellington Street 
door.

Justice and Peace Annual Assembly:  The 2007 Annual Assembly will be at St 
Patrick’s Church, Beaumont Leys Lane, Leicester, on 10 November 2007.  The 
day  will  commence  with  the  AGM  at  10.00am.   Bishop  Malcolm  OP   will 
celebrate mass at 12 noon for delegates and visitors.  Theme for the day is 
Migrant Workers.

Your attention is drawn to a letter on the noticeboard from SPUC regarding 
both abortion and the Mental Capacity Act.  Please take a few moments to 
read it . Thank you.

Please join us in the Parish Hall after the 9:30am and 11:00am Sunday  
Masses for tea, coffee, fruit-juice etc. The Hall is in Wellington St. There is  
the chance for a chat with members of the Dominican Community and with  
parishioners. We particularly welcome visitors to our Parish.

~ ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ ~
Services at Holy Cross during the week:

Mass: Mon - Sat, at 10:00am (with sermon) and 12:40pm.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday 10:30am – 12:30pm.
with Rosary and simple Benediction at 12:15pm.

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

http://www.comehomeforchristmas.co.uk/

