
Imagine that all the cars in the world, lacked brakes. They could do all the 
things that cars could do but they have no brakes, so that the only way of 
stopping them was to switch off the engine and then to coast to a halt. If 
this were the case, drivers would have to drive very slowly indeed. The 
cars would have a capacity for greater speed than we would actually be 
able to use. Those drivers who tried to ignore the absence of brakes would 
find themselves in trouble. They would, sooner or later, crash. This idea 
might  seem  absurd  because  surely  no-one  would  build  a  car  without 
brakes. Suppose though, that cars were not made in factories but had to 
be bred, so that the only way that a car could be made was through the 
agency  of  other  cars.  This  would  make  cars  more  like  animals  than 
machines, and since cars produce copies of themselves, the lack of brakes 
would be something about which, we could not do much . We might wish 
that cars had brakes, but we would just have to accept it.
The point about this analogy is that the problem with the car, would be 
something that was missing, not something which was part of the car as 
such. This is something like the doctrine of Original Sin as taught by the 
Church.  It  is  easy to misunderstand theologians  like St  Augustine when 
they say that Original Sin is transmitted by the human being giving birth to 
children. Firstly the fact of procreation is not a cause of Original Sin as 
such, but is the cause of our not being able to change human nature in this 
world. I don't believe that science will ever be able to change that fact. 
However human beings come into the world, whether through cloning or 
any other technique, they will still be human beings. In fact since many of 
these techniques are illicit, they will hardly be able to remove Original 
Sin. A sin cannot remove a sin. Secondly what is transmitted is not a thing 
but an absence of a thing. Although theologians, talk about the stain of 
Original Sin, Original Sin is fundamentally an absence. What is missing is 
the  relationship  to  God  which  human  beings  have  somehow chosen  to 
reject. At the beginning of the human race, human beings choose to live in 
this world, without God intervening directly and protecting us from death. 
What we are left with is a situation where human beings know that they 
are capable of much more than they will ever achieve in this world. The 
Utopian philosophies which take no account of Original Sin, are like people 
who want to drive a car without brakes at its full capacity, and who will 
inevitably  crash.  Christians  are  pessimistic  about  the  perfect  society 
because they know that human beings are not capable of living to the full 
in this world. Greed, selfishness, concupiscence, unrestrained emotion will 
undo our best efforts. This is why St Paul says, “continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling” (Phillipians 2:12). The word Salvation 
really means safety. Safety might seem an ignoble thing to look for, but it 
is those who drive safely, who drive well, who are the ones who go places.

Fr Euan Marley O.P.
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Sunday Masses This week Mass Intentions Next week
  7:30pm Vigil Fr Isidore Margaret O'Reilly, RIP Fr Isidore
  8:00am Fr Euan For the People Fr Isidore
  9:30am Family Fr David A sick parent Fr Leon
11:00am Solemn Fr Leon Intentions in the Book of Prayer Fr Leon
  7:00pm Fr Fabian Special Intention Fr Euan

Confessions
Sunday Evening Services 1 September 8 September
5:45 Rosary Fr Leon 10:30-11:30am Fr Tony
6:15 Sung Latin Compline Fr Fabian 4:00-5:00pm Fr Euan
6:40 Benediction Fr Euan 7:00-7:20pm Fr Leon

Entrance 
antiphon:

I call to you all day long, have mercy on me, O Lord. 
You are good and forgiving, full of love for all who call to 
you.

1st Reading: Ecclesiasticus 3: 17-20. 28-29

Psalm 
Response:

In your goodness, O God, you prepared a home for the 
poor.

2nd Reading: Hebrews 12: 18-19. 22-24

Gospel 
Acclamation:

Alleluia! Alleluia!  
If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father 
will love him, and we shall come to him.  
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 14: 1. 7-14

Communion 
Antiphon:

O Lord, how great is the depth of the kindness which you 
have shown to those who love you.



Money Matters: Last Weekend: Offertory Collection £1226.90; SVP £21.73; 
St. Martin's Missions £9.91; Holy Souls £13.47; Grenada £9.01.

The works we've had done this Spring and Summer, both inside and outside 
the church, have been costly. You have been very generous over many years; 
so we have been able to dip into the Building Repair Fund that you have helped 
to build up. We do now need to replenish this fund!

One way that this will be done is through the 200 Club. Half the money its 
members pay goes into the Prize Fund for the monthly draws. The other half 
paid each month goes into your church's Repair Fund. To help with building up 
the Repair Fund again, why not join the 200 Club this autumn? There are 152 
members  at  present:  that's  48  vacancies.  Filling  up  all  200  places  would 
increase the pot of prize money and add an extra £1400 to church funds. It 
costs just £5 a month – that's £60 for the year and £30 of that goes to the 
Church Repair Fund. There are three prizes each month, currently £200, £100 
and £50, and there is a bonus draw each September with prizes of £400, £200 
and £100.  There are 39 chances of winning each year! Just see one of the 
collectors at the table by the Wellington Street door at the end of all Sunday 
Masses.

The winners of last month's 200 Club draw are: 1st Mr T Collis £200, 2nd Miss 
C Andrade £100, and 3rd Mrs J Abraham £50.  Congratulations.

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

This week's Feasts:
Monday St Gregory the Great    memorial   
Tuesday St Cuthbert    optional memorial 
Wednesday Anniversary of the Order's Deceased Familiars & 

Benefactors
Thursday Feria    
Friday Feria  
Saturday The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary    Feast

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LADY CHAPEL RENOVATION:
The Lady Chapel is now back in use for weekday Masses, but the plaster has 
yet to be painted, and there will be some more cleaning to do.

Advance Notice to readers and others involved in the Liturgy. The Parish 
celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross on Sunday, 16th September, 
so the Readings, etc. will be those of the Feast rather than of the Sunday.

‘Refugee  and Asylum Support’:  Collection  Points  after  Vigil  and  Sunday 
Masses for regular items - Sat 7:30pm and Sunday 8:00am and 7:00pm Masses 
-  Wellington Street  Entrance;  Sunday 9:30 and 11:00 Masses -  in Holy  Cross 
Centre.  We are very grateful to you for your support: when we take the 
donations  to  the  Red  Cross  on  a  Monday  there  is  often  a  queue  of  people 
waiting for food and the cupboards are nearly bare! It is good to do something 
to help.
Keep the tins coming! And see the notice on the Parish Noticeboard.

Ride and Stride.  This year's event will take place next Saturday 8 September, 
and Holy Cross has been a beneficiary of money raised in previous years.  Be 
sponsored  as  a  Walker  or  Cyclist,  and  then  visit  as  many  churches  in 
Leicestershire as you can on the day (many open churches are in and around the 
City Centre, so it's easy to get a head start on those people 'out in the sticks'). 
Sponsorship forms will be available in the Wellington Street transept and more 
information is available from Bernard Marriott on 285 6158.

Sr Mary John (St Catherine's Convent) is asking for your help. Holly is Sister's 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, and Holly is a PAT dog. Holly visits the Ward 8 
Stroke Unit at LGH, and works closely with Sister and the other staff in the 
rehabilitation of stroke patients. Holly was nominated for the PAT Dog of the 
Year Competition, and by a celebrity panel has reached the final 6. However, 
the panel makes up only 50% of the votes. Sister and Holly now need public 
votes and are seeking the support of parishioners to help them in the remaining 
50%. Please support them by voting by telephone. The number is 0871 6222 
306, and lines are open until 17 September. Sister Mary John and Holly thank 
you!

Love  beyond  borders.  This  is  a  European  conference  of  Jesus  Youth 
International, a Catholic youth organisation originating in southern India. When: 
7 – 11 September at Cefn Lea Park, Powys. International speakers, workshops, 
prayer sessions, and Rexband in concert are promised. Help is available with 
costs.  For  more  details  see  www.jesusyouth.org,  and  contact 
jyec@jesusyouth.org or  Fr  Joe  Wheat  at  the Diocesan  Youth  Service  (01773 
852044 or wheatj75@hotmail.com).

Your attention is drawn to a letter on the noticeboard from SPUC regarding 
both abortion and the Mental Capacity Act.  Please take a few moments to 
read it . Thank you.
~ ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ ~

Services at Holy Cross during the week:
Mass: Mon - Sat, at 10:00am (with sermon) and 12:40pm.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday 10:30am – 12:30pm.
with Rosary and simple Benediction at 12:15pm.

 ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
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