
The Visit of a Man of Great Faith
I seem to be in the distinct minority, but I for one am absolutely thrilled that Pope 
Benedict is visiting England later this month.

The press have enjoyed telling us that all sorts of prominent secularists are opposed to 
the papal visit. It seems the pope may face demonstrations on issues ranging from 
homosexuality to women priests. Richard Dawkins even wants to arrest Pope Benedict 
for his role in the abuse scandals, when Benedict has done more than any pope before 
him to put things right in this regard.

Some elements of our Catholic press, sadly, have rather joined in with the anti-
Benedict campaign. Having bought the secular media’s portrayal of the once Cardinal 
Ratzinger as the Panzer Cardinal and God’s Rottweiler (images which both, incidentally, 
very clearly play on an anti-German racial stereotype), some Catholic journalists end 
up puzzled when Benedict uses two encyclicals to talk about the Christian vocation to 
love, and prefaces his very good book on Jesus with a comment that the book is his own 
private theological opinion and that he asks no more than that people read it as 
thoughtfully and respectfully as they would the writings of any other theologian.

I remember very clearly when Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger was elected Pope Benedict in 
April 2005. I was living in Oxford at the time. The reaction of the priory there could not 
have been more different from that of the press reporting it. Some pundits had argued 
that we would see the election for the first time of someone from the Southern 
Hemisphere, and the election instead of the Pope’s right-hand man was seen as a deep 
disappointment. In Oxford, however, I remember the sacristan sprinting down the 
corridor and leaping in a single bound onto the vestment presses, grinning from ear to 
ear, to put up the sign that the pope was Benedict XVI, the former Cardinal Ratzinger.

The most interesting reaction was from Timothy Radcliffe, our former master, and 
certainly not a theological conservative. His friends all expected him to join the 
general lamentation that the forces of reaction where taking over the Church, but on 
the contrary, Timothy was delighted, and for a very important reason: he knew 
Ratzinger personally. He had worked with him while Master. From time to time, a 
Dominican would be investigated by the Holy Office, suspected of teaching things 
contrary to the Catholic Faith, and Timothy would be called in and told about it. He 
would give Cardinal Ratzinger his reassurances that he would deal with the brother in 
question, and Ratzinger, he says, always took him at his word and trusted him to deal 
with the matter fairly and kindly. Timothy found Ratzinger intelligent, warm, fair and a 
man of great faith, and so knew he would make an excellent pope.

In Oxford, we only knew him for the most part from his writings, but they were enough 
to encourage us to be joyful at his election. We were glad to have such a thoughtful, 
faithful and intelligent man as our latest successor of Peter.

I continue to be very glad, and look forward very much to the visit of this great pope. I 
hope his visit will not be marred by ugly demonstrations, that England will not show too 
publicly its anti-Catholic attitudes. When the Dalai Lama has visited, thousands who are 
not Buddhists have gone to hear him speak. If people can get past the media 
stereotypes, I think they will find Benedict far more worthy of an audience.

Peter OP
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Entrance 
Antiphon:

Lord, you are just, and the judgements you make are right. Show mercy 
when you judge me, your servant.

1st Reading: Wisdom 9: 13-18

Psalm +: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. (Ps 90)

2nd Reading: Philemon 9-10. 12-17

Alleluia: At 11:00 ― O Lord, listen to my prayer and let my cry for help reach you.
Otherwise ― Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your 
statutes.

Gospel: Luke 14: 25-33

Communion 
Antiphon:

At 11:00 ― Make vows to your God and fulfil them. Let all pay tribute to him 
who strikes terror, who cuts short the breath of princes, who strikes terror in 
the kings of the earth.
Otherwise either ― Like a deer that longs for running streams, my soul longs 
for you, my God. My soul is thirsting for the living God.
Or ― I am the light of the world, says the Lord; the man who follows me will 
have the light of life.

A Newman symposium will be held on Saturday 25 September, from 10am to 5pm at St. 
Dominic’s  convent in Stone. Tea & coffee will  be provided but please bring a picnic 
lunch. For more information contact angelaleydon@btinternet.com.

Grenada church rebuilding: new photographs on display in the church. As the latest 
pictures show this is almost complete and the church will be consecrated on 7th October. 
Fr Peter Clarke reports that they still need £100,000 in order to complete the project, 
which  will  include  for  new benches,  statues,  etc.  The  Grenada  community  and  the 
English Dominican Province is deeply grateful for your generosity. The brethren ask you 
to continue to help them pay off the debt. To express their appreciation they are saying 
a monthly Mass for all their benefactors.

McNabb Appeal: we are in need of prizes to raffle at the Summer Ball (all proceeds to 
church developments). It would be a great help if you could donate cash (envelopes 
available from the Wellington Street entrance), a good-quality bottle of whisky, or any 
fairtrade items (wine, chocolates, etc). Please pass items to any of the friars. Thank 
you.

Anyone who has signed up to take part in the Prayer Vigil with Pope Benedict in Hyde 
Park on September 18th should come to the Priory as soon as possible to pick up his or 
her ‘pilgrim pack’. The group will be leaving together by train on the morning of 18th 
September.
If you are aged 16-35, join the Dominicans’ special Youth Pilgrimage to Madrid in August 
2011. Meet young Catholics from all over the world, celebrate our Faith with prayer, singing 
and  catechesis,  and  enjoy the  spirituality  and  culture  of  Spain.  Contact  Br  Lawrence  on 
wyd@english.op.org , visit www.madrid11.com and see noticeboard.
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MONEY  MATTERS:  Last  Weekend’s  collections  ― Offertory  Collection  £1014.14; 
SVP £20.80;  Friends  of  Holy  Cross £6.76;  Holy  Souls  £11.24;  Grenada  Church 
Restoration £24.50. The McNabb Appeal stands at £9438.38. 

Next week there will be a retiring collection for the McNabb Appeal for parish funds.

200 Club. Last month’s winners were: 97, B Brooker £150; 135, D Yates £100; and 
131, J Foote £50. Congratulations!

Very many thanks for your continuing generosity.

Ride  and  Stride  ― sponsored  visiting  of 
churches  and  chapels  throughout  the  county. 
This year’s event will take place next Saturday 
11  September,  and  Holy  Cross  has  been  a 
beneficiary of money raised in previous years. 
Sponsorship forms for Walkers and Cyclists are 
available on the table by the Wellington Street 
door. See also handbills and noticeboard.

Late Summer Ball ― final arrangements. There 
are  a  very  few  tickets  left.  If  you  have  not 
bought one, please do so by today. If you have 
reserved  yours,  please  pay  ASAP.  Then,  make 
sure your name is on the seating plan ― it’s on 
the wall of the narthex (the main porch at the 
back of the church). Also, if you have dietary 
requirements,  please  note them on  the  sheet 
next to the seating plan. For details call Jeff on 
243 1289.

Today’s Gospel: “And indeed, which of you 
here, intending to build a tower, would not 
first sit down and work out the cost to see 

if he had enough to complete it?”

Forthcoming events for your diary

Sat 25 Sep Late Summer Ball ― raising funds for the McNabb appeal

Sat 16 Oct FACT session for young Catholics (18-35), 7pm

Sat 30 Oct All Saints’ Holy X Factor ― a karaoke with a difference 

Please  pray  for  Br  Robert  Verrill,  OP,  who  will  be  making  his  Solemn  Profession  on 
Wednesday 22 September at Blackfriars in Oxford.

“Why should we believe in God in the world today?” Are you 18-35 and ever asked this 
question? Or has someone asked you and you’ve struggled to answer? If yes, why not come 
along to the first FACT session at Holy Cross, on Saturday 16 October from 7pm to 9pm. FACT 
is specially for young Catholics (18-35) and aims to give you the chance to learn more about 
your faith ... and get the skills to speak up for it. There’ll be food and good company so why 
not give it a go? For more information contact Chris on 07817 805836 or look out for the 
postcards which we’ll soon have available at the back of the church.

If you enjoy singing and would like to meet people and have some fun, then the HOLY CROSS 
GOSPEL CHOIR would  like  you  to  join  them  at  their  weekly  workshop.  First  session  ― 
Wednesday,  September  8,  6.30-8.00,  Curve  Theatre.  NEWCOMERS  AND  BEGINNERS  ALWAYS 
VERY WELCOME. Details from Jeff 0116 243 1289 or find us on Facebook!

Noticeboards are situated in the New Walk and Wellington Street entrances and at the back of the 
church in the Narthex. If you don’t see what you are looking for, please check the other boards.

Year II This week’s calendar & Mass Intentions Psalter Week 3
Confessions 10.30 to 11.30 Fr Thomas, and 17.00 to 18.00 Fr Isidore
Sunday 23rd Sunday per annum.

Vigil 18.00   Evelyn Dixon
8.00 Pat Lucey’s intentions

Family 9.30 Pro populo
Solemn 11.00 Anne Potterton (sick)
OP Rite 12.30   Anthony Rosario,  Joseph & Margaret Rosario, and 

 Maria Rosario
Students 17.00 No Mass now until next term

19.00 Léna, Sebastian and Yordana, and family
Monday ANNIVERSARY  OF  OUR  DECEASED  FAMILIARS  AND 

BENEFACTORS
10.00   Deceased familiars & benefactors, OP
12.30   Deceased familiars & benefactors, OP

Tuesday Feria
10.00   Dead of the Order of Preachers
12.30   Isabel Reilly

Wednesday THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
10.00 In thanksgiving
12.30   Elvia Arango & German Guerriro

Thursday Feria
10.00 Maria Truone Thi Gai
12.30 Alistair Furey (private intention)

Friday Feria
10.00   Jimmy Cusack
12.30 Pat Lucey’s intentions

Saturday Feria
10.00   Paddy Curran
12.30 Pat Lucey’s intentions

Confessions 10.30 to 11.30 Fr Peter, and 17.00 to 18.00 Fr Duncan

WEEKDAY MASS IN LATIN. Holy Mass will be offered in the older form 
from Monday to Saturday at 8am

Next Sunday, our Patronal Feast ―
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS.

Racial Justice Day. Prayers are recommended for justice and peace in
the world, especially racial justice. Readings:

Numbers 21: 4-9 Philippians 2: 6-11 John 3: 13-17

The British Red Cross  remains in urgent need of food donations to 
respond  to  the  emergency  needs  of  destitute  asylum  seekers  in 
Leicester.  To  help,  please  leave  your  gifts  after  any  Mass  ―  non 
perishable  goods  such  as  tinned  and  dried  foods  are  also  mostly 
wanted. A full updated list of items may be seen on the noticeboard 
and  in  the  Newsletter  (29  August)  on  the  website  given  for  past 
Newsletters. Please keep giving generously to support these vulnerable 
people. Thank you.

We would welcome more volunteers to read at the 7pm Sunday 
Mass. If you are interested, please see one of the friars.

Please join us in the Parish Hall after the 9:30am and 11:00am Sunday 
Masses for tea, coffee, fruit-juice etc. There is the opportunity for a 

chat with members of the Dominican Community and with 
parishioners. We particularly welcome newly-arrived students and

other visitors.

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS

7.30 Lauds
10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
Old Rite Masses as announced.
Church is open from 7.30 - 18.00

WEDNESDAYS
10.30 Exposition until 12.30
11.45 Divine Mercy Chaplet, 

Rosary & Benediction

SATURDAYS
9.00 Lauds

10.00 Mass
10.30 Novena to Our Lady
10.30 Confessions until 11.30
12.30 Mass
17.00 Confessions until 18.00
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Vigil Mass for Sunday
Old Rite Masses as announced.

HOLYDAYS
18.00 (previous day) Vigil Mass
7.30 Lauds

10.00 Mass
12.30 Mass
17.45 Vespers
19.00 Mass

BANK HOLIDAYS (& MON TO FRI 
AROUND XTMAS & NEW YEAR)

7.30 Lauds
12.30 Mass, after which the 

church is closed

SUNDAYS
8.00 Mass
9.00 Lauds
9.30 Mass (Family)

11.00 Mass (Solemn: Latin on 
2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)

12.30 Mass (Old rite in Latin)
17.00 Mass (for Students, term 

time only)
17.45 Vespers
18.00 Rosary
18.20 Sung Latin Compline
18.40 Benediction
19.00 Mass

Leicester  Royal  Infirmary 
Catholic Chaplaincy:  For urgent 
visits,  ask  ward  staff  to  bleep 
the Roman Catholic Chaplain.
For  non-urgent  visits  leave 
message at the Priory or the LRI 
Chaplains’ Office. Messages may 
not be picked up until the end of 
the day.

Website for past Newsletters:
holycrosschoirleicester.co.uk
Tweets: 
twitter.com/holycross_leic

CONTACT DETAILS
Holy Cross Priory
45 Wellington Street, LE1 6HW
Priory phone: (0116) 255 3856
For home visits: 255 3856
Fax/recorded times
of services: 255 5552
Parish Priest: 
Fr Leon Pereira: 252 1501
leicester@english.op.org
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